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empress, and their children. No legal action was taken against the participants in the murder, although Yusupov was exiled to his estate and Dimitry Pavlovich was sent to the Persian front. The disappearance of Rasputin was greeted with a general feeling of relief, but it had no appreciable effect upon the course of domestic policies and brought no relaxation of the political tension.
SOCIAL UNREST
The Rasputin epic was an element in the making of the revolution of 1917 It did untold damage to the prestige of the monarchy, and alienated from the throne the very social groups upon which the Crown might otherwise have relied. Nevertheless, the importance of Rasputin as a factor in the revolution has been grossly exaggerated. The educated Russians who took an interest in politics, read newspapers, and understood what they read were a tiny minority in the midst of the amorphous, inarticulate millions of the illiterate and half-literate peasants. Moreover, many of the intellectuals favored social revolution and were out of sympathy with programs of moderate reforms such as those sponsored by the Progressive Bloc. Because of the restricted franchise and the manipulation of elections by the ministry of the interior, the State Duma and the institutions of local self-government were not representative of the true feeling of the country. The handful of left-wing deputies in the Duma commanded a much larger following than is indicated by their number. The influence of what I have called the liberal opposition, a vocal and fairly well organized political group, should not be underestimated; yet the fact remains that it was numerically weak and was hopelessly out of touch with the masses, which were incapable of even understanding the issues so passionately debated on the floor of the Duma. If Alexandra Fedorovna was disliked by the common people, it was not because of her association with Rasputin or her interference with the affairs of state but because she was German and therefore suspected—contrary to all available evidence—of favoring the enemy. The true causes of the revolution must be sought not in the aberrations of the empress and the Rasputin extravaganza, grave as were some of their consequences, but in the inequities of Russia's political, social, and economic structure and in the additional burden thrust upon the country by the exigencies of a great war. Rasputin was a symptom, not the cause, of a pathological condition that led the monarchy to its doom.

